


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
- good -ruins X altered -moved date 
1L fair - unexposed 

N&A 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on a  low r i d g e  some one thousand yards  south  of Ivy (formerly Woodville, 
then Ivy Depot), V i rg in i a ,  SPRING H I L L  is bes t  descr ibed  a s  a n  example of an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evo lu t ion  of r u r a l  vernacular  s t y l e  spanning over two c e n t u r i e s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l emen t .  The o ldes t  bui lding ex tan t  is t h e  ( f i e l d )  s l ave  q u a r t e r s ,  of 
somewhat crude but charming b r i ck  cons t ruc t ion  of l a t e  eighteenth-century da te .  It most 
probably served a s  t h e  fami ly  residence u n t i l  completion of t h e  main house, a  two-story 
b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. The d a t e s  of t hese  two bui ld ings  cannot be f i x e d  
with c e r t a i n t y ;  however, t r a d i t i o n  pu t s  t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  a t  c i r c a  1765 and t h e  main 
house a t  c i r c a  1785, but  l a t e r  d a t e s  a r e  more probable f o r  both. Contemporaneous wi th  
the  l a t t e r  a r e  two dependencies,  a  d a i r y  and a  k i tchen ,  both a l s o  of br ick  i n  Flemish 
bond. Although a n  imposing two s t o r i e s  on a  high basement, t h e  main house had l i m i t e d  
space, with an e s s e n t i a l l y  square p lan  of one room a t  each s t o r y  p lus  basement and a t t i c  
rooms. Expansion t h e r e f o r e  began e a r l y  on with a  l a r g e  double-pi le ,  two-over-two-room 
add i t ion  joined t o  one s i d e  of t h e  b r i ck  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  between. The 
1870's saw t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  dining room wi th  basement k i t chen  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  frame 
sec t ion ,  and f i n a l l y  c i r c a  1930 a  new ki tchen  and pant ry  were added t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
dining room. A smal l  l a t e  nineteenth-  o r  e a r l y  twentieth-century one room schoolhouse 
s tands  on the  proper ty ,  t oge the r  with a  (probably) twentieth-century garagelshed. 
Spring H i l l ' s  e l eva ted  s i t e  a f fo rds  a  sweeping view of t h e  Ragged Mountains t o  t h e  
southeast  over t h e  s l a v e  qua r t e r s  and of t h e  Blue Ridge t o  t h e  no r th  and northwest. 
Access i s  v i a  a  h a l f - m i l e  d r i v e  from t h e  no r theas t ,  overgrown on t h e  s i d e s  by t r e e s  and 
brush t o  form a  b e a u t i f u l  country a l l 6 e  t h a t  breaks i n t o  t h e  open j u s t  before i t  reaches 
t h e  house, thus  a f f o r d i n g  a n  elegant  view of house and s e t t i n g .  

- .  

ARCHITECTLTRAL ANALYSIS 

Evidencing a  c e r t a i n  degree of refinement and a f f l u e n c e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  main house of 
Spring H i l l  must have presented an imposing sense of v e r t i c a l i t y  when f i r s t  b u i l t .  With 
two high-ceilinged s t o r i e s ,  p lus  a  f u l l  basement and a t t i c  story, ye t  wi th  only one 
room per f l o o r ,  t h e  house must have appeared more l i k e  a  f r ees t and ing  urban townhouse 
than a  r u r a l  p l a n t a t i o n  house. Entry was gained by a  c e n t r a l  door on t h e  southeast  
facade,  flanked by a  nine-over-nine-light,  double-hung-sash window on each s ide .  A 
l a r g e  three-pane, r ec t angu la r  transom l i g h t  tops  t h e  door.  The two windows a r e  repeated 
on t h e  r e a r  and a l l  f i r s t - f loor-windows have s l i g h t l y  recessed jack arches  above, 
suggesting t h a t  they were o r i g i n a l l y  stuccoed t o  i m i t a t e  s tone .  A l l  e x t e r i o r  b r i ck  i s  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  grouted penci l ing  i n  t h e  j o i n t s  f o r  a  more f in i shed  
appearance. A s i n g l e ,  southwest gable-end i n t e r i o r  chimney serves  f i r e p l a c e s  on t h e  
two main f l o o r s .  O r i g i n a l l y  a  boxed s t a i r  on t h e  no r theas t  wal l  served the  second 
f l o o r .  .The high c e i l i n g s ,  f i n e  woodwork, and c o r r e c t  propor t ions  lend an a i r  of 
elegance t h a t  i s  unusual  t o  western Albemarle County a t  t h i s  time and seems somewhat 
incongruous with t h e  r a t h e r  l imi t ed  space provided by t h e  house. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet # I )  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 

1600-1699 
1L 1700-1799 
X_ 1800-1899 
X - 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- agriculture .- economics -literature -sculpture 
X architecture --education - military - social1 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce X expioration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications -industry - politics/government t ranspor ta t ion  

- invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates unknown BuilderIArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Spring H i l l  i s  a  f i n e  example of t h e  evo lu t ion  and i n t e g r a t i o n  of academic and 
vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  covering over  two c e n t u r i e s  of Albemarle County 
se t t lement .  A s  such, Spring H i l l  has been used by t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Virg in ia  School of 
Archi tec ture  f o r  f i e l d  t r i p s  and a s  t h e  sub jec t  of s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s .  Owners of t h e  
property have included Michael Woods, one of t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  Virg in ia  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s lope  of t h e  Blue Ridge, C l i f t o n  Rodes, county m a g i s t r a t e  and brother-in-law of 
Jack J o u e t t ,  and Thomas Wells, p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  Eagle Tavern of C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  and a  
t r u s t e e  appointed i n  1814 (wi th  Thomas J e f f e r s o n )  t o  oversee t h e  founding of t h e  
Albemarle Academy. With i t s  purchase i n  1814 by Charles  Harper, a  cous in  of Thomas 
Wells and co-founder of C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ' s  f i r s t  c i r c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r y ,  Spring H i l l  was t o  
remain i n  t h e  same family f o r  f i v e  genera t ions  and 166 yea r s .  Dating t h e  various 
bui ld ings  and cons t ruc t ion  s t a g e s  has  been d i f f i c u l t .  The s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  a s  probably 
the e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e ,  may have been b u i l t  by John Rodes s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  purchase of 
1783 a s  a  residence f o r  a n  overseer  o r  h i s  son. The main house i s  enigmatic i n  i t s  
s i m p l i c i t y  and elegance, allowing f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  pre-1800 d a t e  while  a t  the  
same time making c i r c a  1810-1814 more probable. Even t h e  f i r s t  a d d i t i o n  g i v e s  
c o n f l i c t i n g  s i g n a l s  t h a t  poin t  both t o  an 1815-1830 d a t e  f o r  t h e  e x t e r i o r  but t o  l a t e r  
f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t reatment .  Fur ther  research  should be encouraged. 

. - . . 
. . . .  ~ . L . .  ~ , .  ~ 

'. , 

The Spring n i l 1  proper ty  i s  p a r t  of a  t r a c t  of land o r i g i n a l l y  patented i n  1735 by 
Charles  Hudson and so ld  by him two yea r s  l a t e r  t o  Michael Woods. Although Woods l i v e d  
f u r t h e r  west a t  the  foo t  of Woods' (now Jarman's) Gap, t h e  s i t e  may well  have been l ived  
on when i n  1748 i t  was so ld  wi th  400 a c r e s  by Woods t o  h i s  son-in-law Andrew Wallace. 
Two years  before h i s  dea th  i n  1785, Wallace so ld  t h e  proper ty  t o  John Rodes, who resided 
on h i s  s i z a b l e  holdings along Moormans River northwest of Ivy. Tax records  show a  
change i n  value of t h e  proper ty  between 1782 (6  s h i l l i n g s  = about $l.OO/acre) and 1785 
( 9  s h i l l i n g s ,  7  pence = about $1.60/acre) ,  t h e  next year  i t  appears  i n  t h e  records,  now 
under John Rodes's name. This  probably r e f l e c t s  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  present  s lave  
q u a r t e r s ,  a t  t h a t  time a  s u b s t a n t i a l  dwelling'  f o r  f r o n t i e r  Albemarle County. John may 
have had the  house b u i l t  f o r  h i s  son C l i f t o n ,  who al though only about s i x t e e n  years  old 
a t  t h i s  time could have res ided  here  t o  oversee h i s  f a t h e r ' s  new farm. By 1798 C l i f t o n  
Rodes, then t h i r t y  yea r s  old and r e c e n t l y  married ( t o  Jack  J o u e t t ' s  s i s t e r  El izabeth) ,  
was l i v i n g  on t h e  proper ty  when h i s  f a t h e r  granted him " f o r  t h e  cons ide ra t ion  of love 
and esteem . . . a  p a r t  of t h e  t r a c t  t h e  s a i d  C l i f t o n  now l i v e s  on." 

C l i f t o n ,  county mag i s t r a t e ,  son of a  wealthy Albemarle County landholder ,  and 
brother-in-law t o  the  well-known Jack J o u e t t ,  was himself a  l a r g e  l andomer  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #3) 
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See Continuat ion Sheet 1/5. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property lo. 'g5 acres 
auadrangle name C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  West , Va . 
UTM References 

l,'i1711131516131 1 ~ ~ 2 1 1  I j l c310121  

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24.000 

B m  I?lI I \116191~1 141211 I 3 J h i 2 1 0 1  

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion 

See Continuat ion Sheet i / S .  

Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  and count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N /A code countv N/A code 

I 1. Form Prenared BY 

nameititle Richard P. Thornsen, Jr. 

organization N/ A date 21 March 1983 

street 6 number Route 10. Box 75 telephone (804) 823-5878 

clty or town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  state Virg in ia  22901 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: -- 

A national X 
-. state - local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer f w  the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereGy nominate this property for inclusion Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordina to the criteria and DrOCedUreS set forth - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature { 

H .  Bryan I f i t che l l ,  Executive Directof  / 
title Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date APF! 1 3  

For NPS use only . , . , 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register . . .  I I 
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Chief of Registration 
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7. D e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

It i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  house  was i n t e n d e d  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  by r e p e a t i n g  t h e  p l a n  around a  
c e n t r a l  h a l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r - h a l l  house s o  common t o  
V i r g i n i a .  

When e x p a n s i o n  d i d  come t o  S p r i n g  H i l l ,  i t  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  preceden t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
form. IJhether f rom change i n  owners'  t a s t e ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  o r  some 
of each ,  t h e  new a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  of  f rame on a r u b b l e  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  w i t h  no  
basement. P l a n  i s  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  two-over-two rooms, j o i n e d  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  end  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  by a  c e n t e r  h a l l .  Twin, gable-end e x t e r i o r  chimneys s e r v e  f i r e p l a c e s  
i n  each of t h e  f o u r  rooms, and a  new s t a i r w a y  i n  t h e  h a l l  a l lowed t h e  e v e n t u a l  removal 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  boxed s t a i r  i n  t h e  b r i c k  s e c t i o n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. The 
e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e  was r e v e r s e d  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  ( o r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e a r ) ,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  
was brought a c r o s s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  w i t h  a f rame  s l e e p i n g  porch c v e r  a  g a l l e r y  porch.  
Lower f o u n d a t i o n  and  c e i l i n g  h e i g h t s  g i v e  r i s e  t o  a  d i f f e r e n c e  of t l o o r  l e v e l s  a t  a l l  
s t o r i e s  and of r o o f  l e v e l s .  The s l e e p i n g  p o r c h  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s l e e p i n g  
p o r c h / s i t t i n g  room and b a t h  f o r  t h e  m a s t e r  bedroom, w i t h  a c c e s s  through d o o r s  i n  p l a c e  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows. E x t e r i o r  s h e a t h i n g  i s  beaded weatherboard and r o o f i n g  i s  
standing-seam, g a l v a n i z e d .  Evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h e  roof  was o r i g i n a l l y  s h i n g l e .  Mante ls  
and moldings a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  and would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  a  c i r c a  
1850 d a t e ,  and a  change i n  t a x  v a l u e  f o r  b u i l d i n g s  from $1,400 i n  1850 t o  $2,000 i n  1851 
(wi thout  m a r g i n a l  comment, u n f o r t u n a t e l y )  would seem t o  suppor t  a n  1850 d a t e .  However, 
i t  could  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  a n  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r i o r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  beaded 
wea the rboard ing ,  twin,gable-end e x t e r i o r  chimneys ,  and o v e r a l l  form of t h e  a d d i t i o n  a re  
more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  p e r i o d  c i r c a  1815 t o  1830. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
a l l  wood e v i d e n c i n g  saw marks a r e s t r a i g h t  sawn ( b y  water-powered g a s h  saw),  a s  are t h e  
boards  of t h e  undoubted ly  Greek Rev iva l  m a n t e l  (ment ioned below) t h a t  i s  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  
i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  and t h a t  matches  n e a r l y  e x a c t l y  t h e  mante l  s t i l l  i n  s i t u  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  room of t h e  a d d i t i o n .  A s  t h e r e  was a n  o p e r a t i n g  m i l l  (whether  g r i s t ,  saw, o r  bo th  
i s  a t  p r e s e n t  u n d i s c o v e r e d )  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  f rom a t  l e a s t  t h e  t e n u r e  of  Thomas Wel l s  on,  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y  i f  t h e  saw marks i n d i c a t e  a  pre-1830 d a t e  o r  
a r e  t h e  p roduc t  of  a  l o c a l  m i l l  l a c k i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  technology.  A s m a l l  p o r t i c o  o v e r  t h e  
main e n t r y  was r e p l a c e d  by a  " V i c t o r i a n "  porch  a c r o s s  t h e  f a c a d e  about  1870;  a s m a l l  
F e d e r a l - s t y l e  p o r t i c o  w i t h  enc losed  v e s t i b u l e  r e p l a c e d  t h i s  porch i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s .  

C i rca  1870,  a  d i n i n g  room e l l  w i t h  basement k i t c h e n  was added t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
f acade  of  t h e  f rame a d d i t i o n .  Of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  i t s e l f  on a  b r i c k  basement ,  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  had F r e n c h  d o o r s  opening t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  a  chimney on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  end s e r v i n g  
both  k i t c h e n  and d i n i n g  room f i r e p l a c e s ,  and v e r t i c a l  double-beaded-board, V i c t o r i a n  
wa inscoa t ing .  The f i r e p l a c e  mante l  from t h e  r e a r  d o w n s t a i r s  room of t h e  f i r s t  a d d i t i o n  
was a p p a r e n t l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  p e r i o d  m a n t e l  
a t  t h i s  t ime.  ( T h i s  m a n t e l  i s  now being r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  and r e p l a c e d  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  # 2 )  
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7. D e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

i n  t h e  d i n i n g  room w i t h  a n  a n t i q u e  mante l  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d . )  A f i n a l  a d d i t i o n  o f  a 
"modern" k i t c h e n  and p a n t r y  was made c i r c a  1930 t o  t h e  end of  t h e  d i n i n g  room e l l .  

The o l d e s t  e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g  of S p r i n g  H i l l  i s  t h e  f i e l d  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  approx imate ly  
s e v e n t y - f i v e  y a r d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  main r e s i d e n c e .  R e p o r t e d l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  house was b u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  hav ing  been a  one-s tory ,  
two room, r e c t a l i n e a r  s t r u c t u r e .  E x t e r i o r ,  gable-end chimneys s e r v e d  a  s i n g l e  f i r e p l a c e  
i n  each room. An a d d i t i o n a l  room and chimney were  added t o  t h e  s o u t h  end of t h e  house.  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  b r i c k  w i t h  th ree -course  American bond i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  and 
four-course  American i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  on a  r u b b l e  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n .  Although 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  known a s  t h e  c l a i m  house (and s o  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a 1978 s t u d e n t  p r o j e c t  HABS 
r e p o r t  which d a t e d  i t  a t  1765--a c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  a s  t h e  p a t e n t  was i s s u e d  i n  1 7 3 5 ) ,  t h e  
brickwork i n  t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  would p l a c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1780 t o  1820, 
w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  a f t e r  1820.  The roof  i s  of s tanding-seam g a l v a n i z e d  m e t a l  but  was 
probably  s h i n g l e  o r i g i n a l l y .  A 1954 r e n o v a t i o n  added m a n t e l s ,  sa lvaged  from t h e  
d e m o l i t i o n  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a  Dawson's Row D o r m i t o r i e s ,  t o  t h e  two o r i g i n a l  
f i r e p l a c e s  and added a  b a t h  and c l o s e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  room. Doors p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  
each of t h e  t h r e e  rooms of  t h e  house have been b r i c k e d  up on t h e  west  f a c a d e ,  and e n t r y  
i s  now provided by a  d o o r  i n t o  e a c h  of t h e  two end rooms opening ou t  o n t o  a  f u l l - l e n g t h  
g a l l e r y  porch a c r o s s  t h e  e a s t  f a c a d e .  Recent minor  r e p a i r s  have a l lowed  f o r  con t inued  
use  a s  a  t e n a n t  house.  

Asymet r i ca l ly  f l a n k i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e n t r y  f a c a d e  of  t h e  main house  a r e  a  d a i r y  and a 
k i t c h e n .  The d a i r y ,  s t a n d i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  i s  r o u g h l y  s q u a r e  i n  p l a n  and i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  F lemish  bond. Family r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  second s t o r y  of  t h e  d i l i ry  
was used a s  a  c l ass room;  however ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  was removed and t h e  
roof lowered.  The k i t c h e n ,  o f f  t h e  s o u t h  c o r n e r ,  i s  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  of Flemish-bond 
b r i c k .  I t  i s  s i n g l e  s t o r y  w i t h  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n  and a n  i n t e r i o r ,  gable-end chimney a t  
t h e  southwest  end. Ev idence  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c e i l i n g  h a s  been r a i s e d  and o r i g i n a l l y  
probably  c o n t a i n e d  a  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  above.  A shed p o r c h  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  f acade .  Both d a i r y  and k i t c h e n  a r e  i n  need of r e p a i r ,  t h e  former  d e s p e r a t e l y  
S O .  

The o v e r a l l  s e t t i n g  of  S p r i n g  H i l l  r e t a i n s  much o f  t h e  f l a v o r  of  t h e  r u r a l  farm o f  
n ine teen th -cen tu ry  Albemarle  County. The main house  s t a n d s  amid i t s  s e v e r a l  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  surrounded by a  p a r k - l i k e  s e t t i n g  of  m a t u r e  boxwood and t r e e s .  The 
approach i s  such t h a t  one  does  no t  d i s c o v e r  t h e  house u n t i l  c r o s s i n g  i n t o  t h e  remaining 
1C-t a c r e  p a r c e l .  No farm b u i l d i n g s  remain on t h e  s i t e ,  bu t  t h e  remnants of  a  fo rmal  
ga rden  and k i t c h e n  g a r d e n  remain and a r e  being r e c o v e r e d .  L o t s  t h a t  have been 
subd iv ided  t o  t h e  e a s t  and s o u t h  of  t h e  S p r i n g  H i l l  t r a c t  a r e  of  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  and 
in tended  q u a l i t y  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  development s h o u l d  n o t  d e t r a c t  from S p r i n g  H i l l ' s  
r u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r .  
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and c o u l d  w e l l  have b u i l t  t h e  main house  a t  S p r i n g  H i l l  when h e  was g r a n t e d  ownership by 
h i s  f a t h e r .  It seems l o g i c a l  t h a t  m a r r i e d ,  w i t h  a  f a m i l y  imminent,  h e  would have needed 
and wanted more s p a c i o u s  and c o m f o r t a b l e  q u a r t e r s  t h a n  a f f o r d e d  by t h e  t h e n  two-room 
s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  and h i s  s a l e  p r i c e  of  £2,634 V i r g i n i a  c u r r e n c y  ( £ 3 / a c r e )  t o  George 
P i c k e t t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  50 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  of  £800 f o r  
400 a c r e s  (EZIacre)  i n  1783.  Richmond t a x  r e c o r d s  show P i c k e t t  t o  have had p r o p e r t y  of 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a l u e  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e s i d e n c e  v a l u e d  a t  $15,000 i n  
1810,  whar f s ,  a  lumber y a r d ,  t e n a n t  houses ,  and s e v e r a l  vacan t  l o t s .  It i s  improbable 
t h a t  P i c k e t t  e v e r  r e s i d e d  a t  S p r i n g  H i l l ,  a s  coun ty  t a x  r e c o r d s  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i s t  him a s  
"of Richmond," and i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Thomas Wel ls  was t h e  a c t u a l  p u r c h a s e r  and t h a t  
P i c k e t t ,  a s  a  weal thy Richmond f i n a n c i e r ,  mere ly  h e l d  t h e  deed a s  c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  a  l o a n  
t o  Wel ls .  Whatever t h e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  is no deed recorded  from P i c k e t t  t o  Wells, a l t h o u g h  
t h e  l a t t e r  was i n  r e s i d e n c e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  by t h e  beg inn ing  of  1813  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  and 
p robab ly  had moved i n  when h e  m a r r i e d  h i s  second w i f e ,  Wilhelmina Lou isa  Godfrey, a  
widow, i n  1812. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  b r i c k  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house  would no t  p r e c l u d e  
i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of 1810-1814, p o s s i b l y  a s  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e  by 
P i c k e t t  o r  more p robab ly  a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  g rand  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  Wel l s  and h i s  new 
b r i d e .  Tax r e c o r d s  a r e  confused  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  however t h e  1 , 1 7 6  112 a c r e s  f o r  which 
George P i c k e t t  i s  a s s e s s e d  i n  1812 and  1813 a r e  valued a t  $1.24 p e r  a c r e ,  w h i l e  i n  1814 
C h a r l e s  Harper  i s  a s s e s s e d  f o r  800 a c r e s  a t  $1.60 p e r  a c r e ,  w i t h  a  m a r g i n a l  n o t e  t h a t  
r e a d s  "Purchase  of Thomas W e l l s  and p o s s e s s i o n . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a s  
determined from t h e  t a x  r e c o r d s  of 1797 h o l d s  t r u e  i n  1810 t h a t  1 pence = 1.3889 c e n t s ,  
t h e n  t h e  purchase  p r i c e  of  £2,364 V i r g i n i a  c u r r e n c y  f o r  788.25 a c r e s  p a i d  by P i c k e t t  
e q u a l s  $7,880,  o r  $10 p e r  acre. Harper  bought 800 a c r e s  f o r  $8,800,  a  p r i c e  0: $11 p e r  
a c r e  a t  a  t ime  when l a n d  p r i c e s  were  i n  a  d e p r e s s e d  state. Al though t h e  ev idence  i s  
i n c o n c l u s i v e  t o  be s u r e ,  i t  may i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  main house  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

The l a t t e r ' s  t e n u r e ,  however, was s h o r t - l i v e d  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  on February  
7 ,  1814,  t o  Char les  Harper ,  who had moved from Alexandr ia ,  V i r g i n i a ,  where h e  had been a  
s u c c e s s f u l  merchant ,  v i a  Culpeper  County t o  Albemarle.  C h a r l e s ,  t h e  t e n t h  c h i l d  (of  
twenty: )  born t o  Capt. J o s e p h  Harper  and S a r a h  Wel ls  (of  P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  had,  h i m s e l f ,  
n i n e  c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  a  t e n t h  t o  be born  t h e  y e a r  he purchased S p r i n g  H i l l ;  t h e r e f o r e  
l o g i c  would l e a d  one t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  he may have found h i s  new l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  encourage  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  a f f o r d e d  
by t h e  frame s e c t i o n  of S p r i n g  H i l l .  The r e c o r d s ,  however, a r e  i n c o n c l u s i v e ,  and d a t e s  
f o r  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  g i v e n  i n  p r e v i o u s  r e p o r t s  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  A s  no ted  i n  s e c t i o n  
seven ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  form and a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a  d a t e  a s  
e a r l y  a s  1814 but a r e  of such  v e r n a c u l a r  form a s  no t  t o  p r e c l u d e  a d a t e  a s  l a t e  a s  
1850. 

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  1/44) 
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Harper  r e s i d e d  a t  S p r i n g  H i l l  u n t i l  1845,  when h e  s o l d  i t  t o  John  Wood, Jr., t h e  husband 
of  h i s  e l e v e n t h  (and younges t )  c h i l d ,  E l i z a  J a n e .  Harper d i e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  later  a t  
nea rby  "Locust  H i l l , "  t h e  home of  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Lucy and h e r  husband,  D r .  M e r i v e t h e r  
Anderson. 

According t o  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by "Old Uncle Lewis" (Wood) c i r c a  1925,  i t  was h i s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  when h e  was born  a t  t h e  M o n t i c e l l o  Hote l  i n  1855,  t h e  f a m i l y  had 
moved i n t o  town because  " t h e  house was i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  Mante l s ,  
woodwork, and s t a i r w a y  i n  t h e  f rame a d d i t i o n  c o u l d  a l l  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  however, a s  
Uncle L e w i s ' s  memories a r e  s e l f - a d m i t t e d l y  c l o u d e d  by t ime  and t h i s  one  c o u l d  no t  be 
f i r s t h a n d  anyway, h e  may have been t h i n k i n g  of  some e a r l i e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  merely  
i n t e r i o r  r e n o v a t i o n .  Uncle Lewis ' s  memories a l s o  c r e d i t  John Wood w i t h  removal of  t h e  
boxed s t a i r  f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  war,  r ep lacement  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s m a l l  p o r t i c o  w i t h  a  g a l l e r y  porch c i r c a  1870 ,  and t h e  d i n i n g  r o o d k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n  
c i r c a  1875.  

From 1876 u n t i l  1925,  ownership p a s s e d  back and f o r t h  among J o h n  Wood's c h i l d r e n ,  J. 
Snowden Wood, Lydia Wood, Lucy B u t l e r ,  and E l i z a b e t h  Fishburne,  and one  g r a n d c h i l d ,  John 
Wood F i s h b u r n e  ( a  congressman from V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ) .  

To t h e  nex t  owners,  Rosa Wood Glenn and h e r  husband,  Gar ra rd  (1925-1952), i s  g i v e n  
t h e  c r e d i t  of  add ing  abou t  1928 t h e  p r e s e n t  k i t c h e n  and p a n t r y l l a u n d r y  room t o  t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  d i n i n g  room. Ba ths  may have a l s o  been added a t  t h i s  t ime.  I n  1952 ,  S p r i n g  H i l l  
r e t u r n e d  t o  F i shburne  ownership w i t h  t h e  sale t o  Rosa Glenn ' s  c o u s i n  J u n i u s  Rodes 
F i shburne  of  t h e  house  and twelve  a c r e s .  With  t h i s  purchase ,  n o t  o n l y  was t h e  
Harper-Wood f a m i l y  ownership  m a i n t a i n e d  b u t  t h e  f a m i l y  of John Rodes r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  - 
house. 

I n  1980,  J u n i u s  F i shburne  s o l d  t h e  house  and house t r a c t ,  where h e  r e s i d e d ,  p l u s  
a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e ,  t o t a l i n g  i n  a l l  674.67 a c r e s ,  owned j o i n t l y  by h imse l f  and o t h e r  
f a m i l y  members, t o  N e t t i e  Marie  J o n e s ,  l o c a l  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e v e l o p e r .  A p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
a c r e a g e  h a s  a l r e a d y  been subd iv ided  i n t o  s i z a b l e  l o t s  f o r  s a l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Spr ing  
H i l l  main house and s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  s o l d  a s  l o t  16 w i t h  10.795 a c r e s  t o  C h i l e s  T. A. 
La r son  and Suzanne B .  Larson,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners,  i n  August 1981.  The p r e s e n t  owners 
i n t e n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  commercial u s e  of t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  a s  a  r e n t a l  u n i t  and t o  
r e n o v a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  s c h o o l  house  t o  bed-and-breakfas t  o r  
r e n t a l  u s e .  
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10. Geographical Data 

-Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  (Taken from P l a t  recorded i n  DB 722, p.393, q.v.) :  

Beginning a t  t h e  southernmost corner of Lot  1116 then N50°37'40"E 642.54'; ~50O54'W 
678.13'; ~ 4 8 ~ ~  179.54';  ~ 4 2 %  50.00'; ~ 4 8 ~ ~  76.44';  572O15'W 197.30';  ~ 4 5 ' ~  230.00'; 
~ 2 3 ~ 4 5 " ~  410.00';  ~ 8 7 ~ 3 5 ' 2 0 " ~  145.38'; s45O35'40"E 499.44' t o  the  beginning. 

-Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The 10.795 a c r e s  surrounding Spring H i l l  ( s e e  a t t ached  p l a t  ) is what remains of 
the 12 ac re  p a r c e l  c r ea t ed  f o r  the  house i n  1925 and together  wi th  the  surrounding 
la rge- lo t  development i s  adequate t o  main ta in  t h e  r u r a l  cha rac te r  of i t s  s i t e .  
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  V i r g i n i a  H i s  t o r  i c  Landmarks Commission Surveys  
1967,  1969,  1981 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, VA 23219 






